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West Coast 
TRACK-RODS! 


“SCALLOPING” 
Do your own 
for $4.95 


BOLT-ON 
Custom Grilles 
for Ford Pickups 





ON SALE NOW! 


IDEAS! 
IDEAS! 


1999) You'll find IDEAS Galore in the All-New. . . 
CUSTOM CARS ANNUZ 


Siow the custom shops influence automotive styling 
is aptly illustrated by the dramatic modifications 
on this ’55 T-Bird, designed and built by Joe Bailon. 
See pages 12 and 13 of the ‘all-new 1959 CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL. 


i 
128 pages bursting with up-to-the-minute, photo-illustrated IDEAS of 


SCOOPS + QUAD HEADLIGHTS ¢ TAILLIGHTS 
HUBCAPS * INTERIORS * ACCESSORIES * FIBERGLAS 


PAINT STARS GIANT 
YOUR AND PICTORIAL 
CUSTOM CARS ROUNDUP! 


Creating individuality via Learn how these top Hundreds of photos of 
spray gun with paint names in customizing the best in American 
mixtures, unusual have influenced Detroit: customs, many 


paint schemes, Babbs, Bailon, Barris, NEVER BEFORE 
scalloping! Emory, Ayala. PUBLISHED! 


ONLY 
7Sc 
AT YOUR NEWSSTAND! 


Or send 85c (covers postage, etc.) to: 


TREND BOOKS 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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J.B. TRACK MASTERS INC 


LF MIDGETS 


FEATURING EXCLUSIVE PACEMAKER 
INNOVATIONS 


Fully independent 4-wheel suspension, Front: 
Ball joint with lower A-frames and top trans- 
verse leaf spring, Rear: Unique wide pivot 
swing axles with leaf spring, chain drive thru 
frame-mounted large sprocket and spicer U- 
joint, front suspension design allows full ad- 
justments for toe-in, caster and camber rear 
| suspension has adjustable toe-in, spring design 
| |permits wedging for asphalt tracks. Safety 
equipment includes roll bar and safety belt. 


fo 


TRACK MASTERS INC. 


9116 VAN NUYS BLVD., CC-11, VAN NUYS, CALIF. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 





CAR 


EDITOR Dick Day 
MANAGING EDITOR Bob Pendergast 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR Don Evans 
EDITORIAL DESIGN Art Smith 


PRODUCTION Yvonne Hull 
Marie Donnell 


ADVERTISING Jim Long 


or’ 


AD PRODUCTION Bob Young 


PHOTOGRAPHERS Bob D’Olivo 
Al Paloczy 
Colin Creitz 
Pat Brollier e 
Featuring stories like this month’s | 
report on PACIFIC COAST EDITORIAL FIELD Bob Hardee 
SPORTSMAN CLASS RACING a a 
(P< 14). Track-Rods with the speed canker 
of race cars, the crash protection of a 
jalopy racers, geared to GO with 
full-race stock powerplants! ADVERTISING OFFICES 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, G 
Read the latest on West Coast : sas 
Track-Rods and all esol car ee se — = ving . | Cro 
activities in every issue of CAR CRAFT. pppoe cniimmnd apse 
. 17 E. 48th Street, New York 17, New York F 


it 
CAR CRAFT 

5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Please enter my name as a CAR CRAFT sub- 
scriber for: [] 1 yr. $3.00 [] 2 yrs. $5.00 


Nome 


Reading from top to botiom: Tom 
Coupe, Dave Cunningham's Tudor, Johan 
ter's Coupe, and Matin Woody's Con 
each present an entirely different slant 
customizing the ever popular ‘40 Fords. 
page 35. 
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THE FABULOUS “SPORTSMEN”! 
Track-Rods return with new formula, new thrills 






CAR CLUB OF THE YEAR Will it be your club? 32 
VERSATILE VINTAGE 35 
ei Whether restyled or restored, '40 Fords are favorites 
SILVER-LINED RUNABOUT 54 
Radically restyled Chevy from West Virginia 
RESTYLING THE ‘40 FORD by Wilhelm’s Custom Shop 58 
CENTURY STORMER Tops 100 MPH with Buick power 62 
COACH UNDER PRESSURE 68 
oll GMC Blower applies pressure to '32 Sedan 
TWICE THE FUN 
Proof that ten year old customs are fun 70 
ow-to-do-its 
SCOOPED ANTENNAS latest style treatment given to antennas 28 
DO YOUR OWN SCALLOPING FOR $4.95 51 


Decal Scallops are the inexpensive way 
ACCESSORY OF THE MONTH Bolt-on grilles for late model pickups 66 


partments 

SHOPPING AROUND Handy new products for you and your car 8 
s LETTERS Correspondence and photos from the readers 10 

WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM? 72 
e Bob Pendergast answers your technical questions 

CUSTOM QUERIES 78 

Joe Bailon supplies answers to your custom problems 
COMING ATTRACTION 83 


8, Cr 


Donna Brcoks introduces next month's special feature 


lin Croft, U. S$. Copyright 1958 by Petersen Publishing Co., 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. Second- 
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SHOPPING 


cup 


“PUTT PUTTS FOR PROGRESSIVES" 


Followers of the popular series, 

“Putt Putts for Progressives”, which 
appears regularly in Rod & Custom 
magazine, will cheer to hear that the 
meticulous detail work of designer Chuck 
Pelly is now available in color on 

22”x 29” high quality paper, suitable for 
framing. All new ideas for the 

wildest go karts are shown and detail 
drawings of technical features enable easy 
understanding for the beginning 

. Sent postpaid for one dollar. 

DELTA design, Dept.-cc, Box 1131 
Fleetwood Annex, Covina, California. 


“TIMKEN BEARING WHEELS 

Bolt together wheels, featuring Timke 
tapered bearings, have recently been 
introduced on the market. Dsigned for 
Quarter Midgets and Go Karts, these 
wheels are said to have lifetime bearing 
The standard bearings are the same 

as those used on passenger cars. Wheel 
come complete with 10 x 3.50-4 

tires and tubes. Price $12.50. 

Write: Bug Engineering, P.O. Box 91-¢ 
West Covina, California. 


Q.M. SHOCKS 


Adjustable shock absorbers are now yg - oO 
made available by the a Rete a 
Hydraulic Shock Absorber Service. Called Bae z 
the HYDRA-LOK No. 1, hm shocks eer eS — 
are fashioned after those used on the big a 
race cars. They are said to give s = 
better traction, faster, safer cornering, and Bc as 
stability with a “cushioned ride”. S 
Available in right and left hand kits. 
Price: $12.95. Write: California 
Warehouse, 15-A-cc West St. Ji eph St, 
ornia. 


a 





E GLASSER 
|A new kit for customizing, restyling and 
pairing auto bodies, has just been 
anounced. LITTLE GLASSER is based on 
‘apox epoxy resin and hardening 
gent formulated by Taylor & Art. 
dvantage is the fiberglass content; cloth 
of structural strength in building 
or bridging rustouts; fiberglass matte 
wk for filling; and surfacing matte 
or covering minor surface porosity or for 
urfacing insides of female molds. 
ice: $3.95. Write: Taylor & Art, Plastics, 
1710-cc East 12th St., Oakland 6, Calif. 


INSTANT SPRAY WAX 
empo Instant Spray High Lustre Wax 


ib EFinish is said to be a new, easy 


bi y to maintain the brilliance of your 
car's finish that will last for months. 

be used on any painted metal surface 
s well as furniture. Comes in a 
16 oz. aerosol spray can. Just spray on, let 
dry, wipe off. Price $2.50. 
gWrite: Tempo Products Co., 
#2075-cc East 65th St., Cleveland 3, Ohio. 
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Stick shifts our specialty, featuring °55, . 

Chevys, Fords and Plymouths. We have processed 

these carefully selected stock cars into distinc- 

tive, yet moderate customs. Features include 

proper lowering, pipes, removal of chrome clutter. 

naugahyde interiors and special paint jobs 
Sensibly priced. 


1650 E. Coliorad 
MARVIN LEE rl vag 


EASTERN H.Q. 


FOR 


'/ MIDGETS 


CALIFORNIA SPEED & SPORT 


298 Jersey Ave.,CC-11 New Brunswick, W.J. Ki 5-0311 
Send 25¢ for illustrated Cataleg 


MAKE MORE MONEY 
MECHANICS 


1i0ona S 
aaining prepare 


NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS 


LOS ANGELES 37 CALIFORNIA 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DEPT. DIE-118 
4000 S$. FIGUEROA ST., LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. 


Rush free Auto Diesel ‘Opportunity’ Book and 

sample lesson. No salesman will call. 

a I as 

ADDRESS = Si 

eae is is 
DD Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training at Los Angeles. 
VETERANS: Give date of Discharge 








Don’s Body Shop, Inc. in Melbourne 
did the lead and paint work. * 
Everyone in this area is speed crazy, 
believe in style and comfort over speed 
anyone can see if they raise the hood. I h: 
“6” straight stick with a split manifold 
dual pipes. 
FLORIDAN FORD — Glen T. Jomes 
Dear Sir: Eau Gallie, Florida 


Enclosed are some photos of =e restyled ‘57 We think your car looks great, Glen, That 
Ford. It was originally a small “Custom.” This fight idea may be worth looking into by 
is the only restyled 57 Ford I have seen on '57 Ford owners. — Ed. 
this coast. It’s too bad there aren’t more. 


CONVERTIBLE TO HARDTOP 
Dear Sir: 
Enclosed are some pictures of my car 
I hope you will be able to use in your m 
azine. Originally it was a °49 Ford 
vertible. While it was a convertible, I inst 
a '53 stock displacement Olds engine, w 
was slightly modified and carried the 3,62 
pound car to 89.5 mph in the quarter m 
drags. 1 won several trophies during the rq 
I used '57 Firesweep Dodge trim for the years I ran it, but lost more than I won. 
sides with "57 Dodge front hubs. It is all car now has a rebuilt stock engine. 
black with black, white and red trim interior. It took three years of my spare time 
I used 2” blocks on the rear which lowered complete the car. I did all the work includi 
it just enough to add to the line and still painting and upholstery. Modifications are 
afford comfortable riding over the rough roads follows: rear bumper is '53 Dodge narrowed 
and streets in this area. The grille is a Cal- fit the Ford body. Front bumper is stock "Mie, 
Custom accessory type. The taillights are made Ford, taillights and backup lights are frend 
from "58 Ford taillight lenses, cut down and ‘54 Mercury which extend the rear fend 
mounted on red plexiglas plate in either the about three inches. I spent about forty-ci 
horizontal or slanted position. There's one for hours on each taillight, making the ho 
°57 Ford fans. out of half-inch electrical conduit and q 


THE NEW 


Experience gained from 
over half a thousand cars 
led to the development of 
the new Go Kart 400. Fea- 
tures to improve handling, 
‘ort ond appecronce 
have been added, yet _ 
price remains the some! 
Kari Kits contain Chrome 
Moly tube frame with 
formed members,  Ball- 
bearing wheels with pneu- 
matic tires, Brand new en- 
gine and concise instruc- 
tions. enol 25¢ to . 
postage handling for 
a new color brochure de- 
— the new Go Kart 


Ge PERT mec. co. 





ch rod with a little extra sheet metal added, 
sors and trunk are operated electrically with 
door push-buttons operated by micro 
itches beneath the Ford Crests at the rear of 
’51 Victoria top. The Victoria top was 
d in stock position, side trim for the 

eat quarter and fenders is '55 Pontiac Station 


re 


Per ey 


Wagon, and trim for the doors is 56 Pontiac 
ont fender trim, rear deck lid and hood are 


vhid ded and the headlight rims. Grille shell 


“B50 Mercury, the grille shell and front 
~plash pan have been molded into the body. 


we see 
ee ae Bi es Et 
git _ 
pu 


peas 


i 


he grille is made of two ’57 Chev center bars 
nd the three teeth from a ‘52 Chevrolet. The 
ttior is rolled and pleated black and white 
gahyde over foam rubber. The floor is 
pred with a grey carpet. All interior trim is 
ber chrome plated or painted black lacquer. 
i upholstery except the seat covers was cut, 
td and sewed by my wife and I, including 
headliner. 
The car is painted with ten coats of hand 
Dbed black Iscquer, has moon type discs, 
d is lowered with two inch blocks both 
mnt and rear. 
This is my first completed custom and I am 
ow in the process of building a ’29 Ford 
adster with a hot Olds engine I intend to 
at the drags. 
My rod and custom interest started during 
Korean War, when I was with a swell 
ach of fellows from California. I am twenty- 
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There’s no finer power 

source for Quarter- 

Midget Racers than 

Continental Red Seal, 

famous since 1902 for 

dependability and long 
life. Red Seal heavy-duty air-cooled mod- 
els are built to get up and go. Greater 
piston displacement provides power in 
excess of their rating, plus low-speed lug- 
ging ability to eliminate stalls. Exclusive 
Contex external ignition system speeds and 
simplifies adjustment, and doubles life of 
points and plug. 


FOR 
DESCRIPTIVE BULLETIN 
AND ADDRESS OF YOUR 
DEALER, DROP A CARD 
TO “MIDGETS,” AT THE 
ADDRESS SHOWN BELOW: 





LETTERS 


CONTINUED 


eight years old, married and have a son two 
months old. If I could get my car in your 
magazine, I would certainly appreciate it. 
— Milton G. Potter 
Nashville, Tennessee 


ONE-OF-A-KIND 


Dear Sir: 

I have been a reader of your magazine for 
about two years and think it’s the greatest. I 
enclose a few pictures of my ‘50 Ford. The 


headlights have been shielded, hood cleaned 
of chrome, homemade grille put in, exhaust 
routed to side of car, fins with '51 Ford tail- 
lights put on and also a continental wheel. 
Reversed Crestline molding was used and 
Studebaker discs. The colors are yellow and 
bronze. I hope it rates a place in your mag. 

Restyling was done by Peter’s Garage in 
Fort Plans, N.Y. 

— Mike Davies, 
Sandborn, N.Y. 


Your car is really a one-of-a-kind custom, 
Mike. — Ed. 


IMMACULATE LA SALLE 
Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is a picture of my brother's ’38 
La Salle which I would appreciate seeing in 
your magazine. Everything on it is original. 
The color is Refrigerator white. Ic has the 


stock V8 Caddy mill. 
— Tommy Conner 
Gardiner, N.Y. 


If you didn’t live so far away we would 
you had bought it from a little old lady 
Pasadena. — Ed. 


OLD RELIABLE 
Dear Sir: 
Enclosed are a couple of shots of my fi 
attempt at customizing. It’s the old reliab 


a '49 Ford coupe. Many of the ideas I w 
came from your fine magazine. It's b 
nosed, decked, lowered 2” in the rear, fit 
with a ‘54 Pontiac grille, ’49 Plymouth bus 
ers fore and aft, and Stude hubcaps. 
interior has been done in red and black, 
engine remains stock with the exception 
dual pipes and fitted with chrome accesso 
The color is Birch Grey and Black Che 
The body work and painting was done 
North End Auto Body in Springfield. 
up the good work with the magazine. 

— Dave Sprayson 

Agawam, Mass. 


Thanks for the kind words, Dave. We're al 
proud to see any ideas from our magazine 
to such good use. — Ed. 





MOST ADVANCED CAR ON THE TRACK 


‘Mjustable torsion bar rear suspension 
Transverse leaf spring front suspension 
Adjustable friction shock absorbers 
ustable rack and pinion reduction 
leering gear 

Foot operated internal expanding shoe 

hydraulic brakes on both rear wheels 

hoice of automatic clutch or direct drive 
wind starter — Just pull the rope to 

start the engine 

Governor adjustment to limit speed 

Rasily accessible engine compartment — No 

bolts or screws to remove 

Suitable for children 6 to 16. Even Dad 

can drive 

Wheel base 49” — Tread 32” 
ze Car 


A sensible 


laa 
aa Deas 
18 Genevieve St., Great Neck, N. Y., Phene HUnter 2-4420 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
Send 10¢ for information 


Larc-Douglas Jue. 


CLUB JACKETS: 


SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR CAR CLUBS ¥ 


* Many models and dozens of color com- 
binations. 

Styling, lettering, and emblems are 
finest in the nation. 

Prices include ali lettering and em- 
blems. $13.50 to $25.00 in club lots of 
6 or more. 

No individual orders — 6 minimum. 


Free Literature. 


STYLIZED EMBLEM CO. 


AUTIFY AND PROTECT YOUR 


th Custom Products designed by 
Srris. You may now obtain the products 
d on George Barris’ 
tom Winning cars to 
e your car unequaled 
pearance and protec- 


MAIL TODAY TO 


Dealers and 
Inquiries 


| s- 
| NAME 


| i 


CAR 


Distributors 
invited. 


stpaid. | enclose 


_—. in full payment. Send to 





Ye nna. City 
- | Quantity 
aa KUSTOM PRODUCTS CO. 
DEPT. CC-11 
AM 10518 SO. ATLANTIC BLVD. 
SOUTH GATE, CALIF. 
ee LOrain 9-3928 


EMBER, 1958 


Description 
Finish Glaze 
Spec. Glaze Cleaner 
Chrome Polish 
Leather Cleaner 
Whitewall Cleaner 
Set of ali five 





THE 
FABULOUS 


“SPORTSMEN 


Track-Rods return with new formula, new thrills 
By Bob Pendergast 


A COUPLE OF seasons ago, the California Roadster Association changed its name tot 
California Racing Association. This seemingly minor event sounded the death knell f 
track-rod racing in that state, however, because coincidentally wth the name change the Ci 
outlawed the use of stock bodies on cars competing at their events. Track-rods went is 
“hiding,” so to speak, under the guise of “sprint cars” powered by production engines. 
é It would be stretching a point to say that there wasn’t a dry eye in the house (due 
overwhelming nostalgia) after this change of status, but the action and excitement of t 
“roaring roadsters” were missed by many a race fan. As a result, the ultra-active San Dig 
Racing Association decided to fill the gap with an entirely new kind of track rod. For wa 
of a less-abused title, they chose to call them the “Sportsman” class, which may cause confusi¢ 
in areas used to watching the NASCAR racing of the same name. 

Any relationship between conventional sportsman racing and the whiz-bang action 
the SDRA “Sportsman” class event lies only in the similarity of names, however. Combini 
Sprint-car acceleration, and then some, with midget handling and jalopy-like driver pi 
tection, these hybrid hustlers hurtle around the track in a manner calculated to make 
the most hardened race-goer grimace a little. An example of this may be seen in the 
the accompanying action photographs were compiled. Ordinarily, a photographer wou 
meed to attend half a dozen or more track events in order to get such a variety of “poses 
but just one afternoon of sportsman racing furnished many times the number of shots sho 
here. Accidents? All the time! Injuries? Seldom, if ever, and then only the slightest, than 
to the stringent safety regulations regarding the driver protection built into the cars. 

We're not much for predictions, but it doesn’t take a seer to see that this type 
racing is what the public wants, and this should ensure its eventual spread across the count 
But better yet, the guys who are building and driving the cars think it’s the greatest, too 
and how are you going to beat that? Look over the specimen cars displayed on the followin 
pages and see if their reasons aren’t obvious to you as well. Who knows, maybe you'll be b 
by the “Sportsman” bug yourself! 


14 CAR CR 





TOP ¢ Three Sportsman-Class Modifieds blast out of the turn onto the short straight- 
away during trophy dash event of their inaugural meeting at Gardena, California's 
third-mile oval. Tremendous variety among these: cars stems from unlimited body 
modifications. BELOW *¢ Brute torque at work — Bob Deming ‘‘bent out of shape.” 
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More variety — flathead Merc powered "'T"’ leads Buick-Fiat and Buick “‘T'’ through 
Modification limitation is 88” minimum wheel-base. Bodies may be any coupe or sed 


THE FABULOUS ‘‘SPORTSMEN”’ 


baw hs, a 


Two Buick-powered track rods fighting for Jack Roberts, left, in W. W. Willett's 
bite around the hard, slick Gardena oval. OHV engined car finds Bob Deming in 
Car on left has Fiat body while other is ‘'T."" Parker's Buick powered rig, a little d 


- 


Pride of workmanship is evident in most of Tangles aren’t infrequent, but casualties 
the Sportsman cars. Don Wilson's rig has light due to super-stringent safety 

double-tube frame, Chev V8 mill; uses ment rules and inspection. Driver prote 
shortened and narrowed '32 Victoria body. in Sportsman is better than other race ¢ 





Closest thing to similarity in 
Sportsmen is popularity of '32 
ford bodies as basis of car con- 
sruction. Here two abbreviated 
“3-window coupes’’ made up 

of shortened and narrowed 
fwo-door bodies having it out. 
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‘HABOVE * Walt Sherman after coming-in last in a race to the crash wall. Walt’s car is a 
narrowed and shortened ‘30 ‘‘A”’ coupe. RIGHT ° Art Pratt, #4, literally runs over Don 
ay in #46. SDRA rules state car ahead must move over when bumped, or ‘‘look out." 


lenny Lengle’s Corvette engined 
" coupe is one of the neatest 
oking machines in the circuit. 
is one of many Sportsmen that 
ok almost exactly like the typi- 
pl track roadster of old, ex- 
ept for the addition of the top. 
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Most cars in this new class 
racing have removable bo 
as routine maintenance is com 
plicated by extreme small si 
Occasionally something cc 
up that must be done at 
track and odd positions 


Engines in the Sportsmen are re- ~~ 
stricted only to fuel (pump gas) ; 
and being required to run clutch, 
flywheel, and operative starter. 
Though displacement and super- 
charging are unrestrained, the 
flathead Merc is still popular. 


A Sportsmen favorite, the Buick, 
is seen in abundance at SDRA 
events. Modifications run from | 
strictly stock to full race, with 
most car owners take the middle ; 
road in an effort to compromise 
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performance with reliability. f 
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Chopped and narrowed, as are most Sportsmen, Don Freeman's Ford OHV powered rig 
uses '34 Chev body. Doors are welded shut for additional strength during shortening 
operation, so entrance and exit is usually made through open roof. Note hefty roll bars. 


Scoring high on power-to-weight ratio, Chev 
V8's are gaining increasing attention from 
SDRA car builders. This one runs Weiand 4- 
carburetor manifold, W & H DuCoil ignition. 
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Wherever track cars are run you'll find the 
GMC ‘'6"’. This one runs Clark headers be- 
neath stock intake manifold converted to 
dual. Short on revs, but long on torque. 
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Don Thomas, builder-driver of this exotic Pontiac powered trackster, was SDRA season 
champion for ‘57. The little purple and white bomb has become a familiar sight in the 
winner's circle at San Diego's Balboa Stadium again this year, chances to repeat look good. 


THE FABULOUS “SPORTSMEN’’ 


Off-beat body was hand-formed 
of sheet stock. Deep-dish wheels 
are wide-base rims on early 
Ford centers. '49 Hudson steer- 
ing calls for right-hand pitman 
arm, made of 2” iron for rug- 
_ ged track use. Rollover struc- 
= ture is considered excellent. 


Front suspension consists of 37 Ford 
axle, spindles, with early Ford spring 
and perches. Early Ford wishbone was 
split, tied into frame with Ford truck 
drag link ends. Steering is effected 
through Bell Auto arm. Houdaille shocks. 










Cross-grooved slick caps run on 
7.10 casings. Rear-end is early 
Ford with Halibrand quick- 
change center section, Ford 3% 
Ton Truck outer tubes, bearings 
and hubs —a necessity for ab- 
sorbing the stresses and strains. 


One of the open secrets of this car's 
winning ways is its rear suspension, 
home-made from Ford anti-sway bars 
converted to torsional action. Close-up 
shows leading arm link with cam-action 


“‘wedging'’ controlled by bolt locks. 
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‘56 Pontiac V8 engine is close) 
to stock! retains standard bor 
and stroke for 317 cubic inches 
Major modifications consist 
collapsed lifters, '57 ‘‘Tri-Pow 
er” intake manifold. Home-made 
headers dump into 6” tubes 
| 
{ 






























This is what the sports writers would call a ‘wheel to wheel duel to the wire’’. Don Ray's 
#46 is not only one of the best looking cars now running SDRA but also one of the quickest. 



















THE FABULOUS “SPORTSMEN” 


Roof-top view reveals immacu- 
late interior of Ray's race-wag- 
on. ‘50 Ford commercial steer- 
ing uses '56 deep-dish Ford 
safety wheel. Instrumentation is 
kept to a bare minimum — when 
youre tooling a Sportsman you 
keep your eyes on the track! 


Cute body was made by verti- 
cally sectioning a '35 Ford Tu- 
dor body to either side of the 
door post, then narrowing the 
desired amount. Ford frame and 
rear suspension was retained, 
along with special wishbones. 














Engine location is substantially 
further to the rear than most of 
the Sportsmen, a fact that con- 


tributes much to the car's excel- ° 


lent handling and resulting suc- 
cess. Rear-end is Halibrand Q.C. 
Note the rearward frame rake. 


Don ran 312” Ford engine in 
stock form fer first few races of 
*58, was holding down 4th place 
in the points standing last we 
heard. Since then he's added a 
McCulloch VR-58 blower to bet- 
ter his place in the standings. 


Headers ported according to fir- == 
ing order do fine job of scaveng- 
ing. '32 Ford truck grille looks 
right at home, but those hefty 
nerfing irons up front are strict- 
ly the thing a Sportsman needs. 
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‘THE FABULOUS “SPORTSMEN”’ 


Car #90 in the SDRA was built up in 9 weeks by “Maj” Major, prexy of the group. So far 
this season driver Jim Wood has ridden the Ford OHV powered rig into 3rd place in the 
association point standings. Basis of construction is '32 Ford 5-window coupe, shortened 
and narrowed, attached rigidly to a stepped and reinforced '29 Model ‘'A’’ frame. 


= 


|Neat workmanship exhibited 
' throughout entire car is especi- 
ally evident in conversion of ’49 
| Hudson steering to center mount. 
| '39 Ford transmission take pow- 
er through 11” Chrysler clutch 
mounted on Schiefer flywheel. 





an ef am eee OU Cle 


 ) ow 


What cliff do you want it driven 
off? Confidence-building __rofl- 
bar structure is typical of pro- 
tection built into the Sportsmen. 
Built-up seat sides reduce driver 
fatigue. 96” wheel-base “A” 
frame has 6” step to lower C.G. 


312” Ford OHV runs Clay Smith 
cam with hardened lifters, dual 
spare springs, tubular pushrods. 
Hot coil, dual points convert 
Ford ignition. Offenhauser triple 
manifold mounts three 97's. Most 
Sportsmen run fan like this. 
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THE FABULOUS 
"*SPORTSMEN”’ 


Top half of '36 Chev grille graces front of 

shortened frame, covers tube cross-member 

mounting early Ford spring. Houdaille shock 

absorbers are mounted high for full action. 
. ieee a a | 
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LEFT * You don't find nicer looking track 
cars anywhere than on the Sportsman cir- 
cuit. Major's rig is finished-off in Inca Gold 
and Colonial White, a striking combination. 


BELOW, LEFT * Halibrand quick-change is 
visible between slicks grooved for dirt. Fuel 
tank is war surplus oxygen bottle. Rules re- 
quire battery be away from driver, covered. 


Photos by Hardee, D'Olivio, Holt 


Hudson wheel lends a casual air to business 
like interior. Simple aluminum dash carries 
tack, water temp and oil pressure gauges, 
which is standard Sportsman instrumentation. 








ITTLE OR NO thought was given to radio 
antennas by customers for many years. 
Lately, however, they have taken on an im- 
portant role in the design of a car's styling. 
They have been placed on front and rear 
fenders, tops, hoods, deck lids, grilles, bumpers 
and any other place char strikes the owner's 
fancy. Recently the trend is toward scooped, 
sunken of built-in antennas. One of the 
handiest components that can be used for this 
type of styling is the '46-'48 Buick reflector 
housing. This is the small chrome piece that 
is mounted on the side of the Buick’s rear 
fenders. When modified slightly, an antenna 
can be adapted to the chrome piece and the 
unit installed almost anywhere on a car. This 
particular photo-story shows an installation 
on the rear fender of a T-Bird, but, the same 
procedure would be followed when mounting 
the unit elsewhere. When finished, it is that 
added “touch” that does so much for your 
car's appearance. 


Photos by George Borris 


1. First step is to remove the small reflector 2. An electric drill with a rotary stone is 
from the Buick trim piece with a wrench. used to enlarge hole to antenna diameter. 


CONTINUED 





SCOOP ED 


3. Next, insert antenna into trim piece and 4. Measure in from edge of deck lid to the 
tighten down. Unit is now ready to install. middle of the panel and draw center line. 


5. Trace outline of Buick trim piece on 6. Drill a hole at each end of the outline. 
paper, cut out, then transfer to the fender. Start at one hole and cut out the opening. 
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7. Jagged or rough edges should be filed 8.A mounting bracket must be made, slight- 
smooth so that trim piece will fit snugly. ly wider than opening. Scrap iron will do. 


9. Trim piece with antenna is placed in the 10. Here is the finished installation. Long 
opening and secured with mounting bracket. lead wire may now be connected to radio. 
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ANNOUNCING:] 
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THE CAR CRAFT 
MAGAZINE 
KYA AB Fe I> 


for 
CAR CLUB 
OF THE YEAR 


D° YOU THINK your club is the best? 

You've got compary, you know — but 
there’s nothing wrong with the fact that 
most every car club member feels that his 
particular group is tops. In fact, that’s what's 
really right about belonging to a club in the 
first place. 

But — to provide the recognition the most 
outstanding club really deserves, CAR CRAFT 
MAGAZINE is inaugurating an annual award 
to be presented to the “Car Club of the 
Year.” 


YOUR CLUB MAY VERY WELL 
BE THE ONE SELECTED! 


Judging for the award will be based pri- 
marily on the club’s initiative and activity 
— CAR CRAFT’s staff will screen applications 
from hundreds of clubs throughout the 
US and neighboring countries to make 
winning this award truly an international 
achievement. 

How can your club have a chance to win? 
Easy! Just let us know who you are, where 
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CAR CRAFT MAGAZINE AWARD 


you are, what your club does as a group, and what kind of cars yor 
members drive. Just follow this simple check list: 


1. Obtain of photograph of each member with his car. 


2. Make up a list of the club’s activities during ’58 and briefly describ 
them. 


3. List any and all achievements of the club, such as “Our group wo 
the club participation trophy at the Pan Dragger’s Reliability Run 
or “We were judged as having the Best Club Display at the Gez 
Grinder’s Auto-Rama,” etc. 


. List achievements of individual members attained with their car. 
such as “Ben Blank won four show trophies during the year with hi 
Semi-Custom,” or “Joe Smith set fast time in ‘B’ Gas Class at the 
local drag strip last month,” etc. . 


. Tell us of your club’s activities of a non-automotive nature, such 
as participating in your town’s traffic safety campaigns, etc. 


Last but not least, bundle-up the photos and information and send them 
to: CAR CRAFT MAGAZINE, Award Competition, 5959 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles 28, California, and DO IT NOW! You have just one monthii 
to get your entry in, as it must be postmarked no later than midnight, 
November Ist, in order to make your club eligible for the award. , 

Incidentally, in case you're convinced that only a big club could be 
the winner, you'll be delighted to know that the five items of information 
asked for will count equally in the judging so that quality, not quantity, Mh 
will be the deciding factor. ‘ 

In addition to receiving the recognition of being selected as the Car 
Club of the Year, the winning organization will be given permanent! 
possession of the beautifful CAR CRAFT MAGAZINE Awatd Trophy pic- | 
tured here, and a complete feature article on the club and its members’ 
cars will appear in an early edition of CAR CRAFT. 


The winner will be announced in the February, ’59 edition of CAR 


CraFT, which will be on your newsstand early in January. What are 
you waiting for? The only thing that can absolutely guarantee your club 
not winning is not re —don’t muff your chance to become Car Club 


of the Year! 
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“Sphether restyled or 
restored, ’40 Fords are still 
the perennial favorite 
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Proving that one modification carried to an extreme isn't nearly as effective as two ff 
performed with moderation, Woody's convert has top chopped and body sectioned just 3’ 
each. Overall appearance benefits, resulting in that hard-to-come-by proportionate look 


Front nerf bar follows contours 
of fenders, special panel insert- 
ed to adapt '48 Dodge grille. 
‘40 Standard hood was substi- 
tuted for Deluxe original. Tun- 
neled headlights are unusual 
note for pre-war custom; were 
done with hand-formed sheet 
metal and have round-rod edges. 


Photos by Eric Rickman 
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Rear nerf bar follows theme set by front, formed of 1” round 
bar heated, formed to shape, plated. Flat section uprights have 
studs welded to rear for attachment. '50 blinkers are frenched. 


4 Mild chassis lowering via dropped axle and longer rear shackles retains good ride, fur- 
ther enhanced by addition of tubular shocks front and rear. Flashy hubcaps are Olds Fiesta 
type with added blades, bullet centers. Unusual color finish is reddish lavender lacquer. 










Versatile Vintage Die 


Combination of stock rear sus- 
pension with dropped axle up 
front lends necessary competi- 
tion type ‘‘rake"’ for the coupe 


cutie. Running boards are fla- \ 


vored with the popular uphol- 
stered theme — strictly an auto 
show innovation. Hubcaps are 
the popular accessory ‘‘baldies."’ 
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Speaking of ‘forties — they just don't come 
much nicer than John Pfister’s Mandarin 
Red lacquered coupe. Beautifully restored 
to original appearance, popular treatment 


with '40 Ford devotees, took three years of 
Pfister's spare time while in high school. 


Holmes’ trim shop is credited with neat 
interior stitch work; features rolled and 
pleated seats, door pariels in wine and white 
color combo. Note upholstered floor pad 
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Forty's motivation stems from potent flat- 
head '48 Merc; 35/4 x 4 bore and stroke 
equipped with Harman/Collins cam and 
ignitor, 8.1 Edelbrock heads, dual mani- 
fold and pistons. Driveline features '39 
transmission, Schiefer flywheel, Auburn 
clutch and 3.54 rear end. White-wall tires; 
5.50 x 15 on the front, 8.20 x 15 on rear. 


Photos by Bob Hardee 
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| Versatile Vintage. 


Stock Cadillac OHV of '52 vint- 
age has powered Moore's con- 
vert since '55. Marty has own- 
ed and improved car since ‘47 
— eleven years of loving care! 
Cleanliness and sparing use of 
chrome insure a sparkling en- 
gine compartment. Solenoids on 
firewalls actuate electric doors. 


Note extra width of rear seat 

, attained by removing walls for stor- 

¢; age of top when folded, unnecessary with a 
fixed Carson top. Seat used was from late 
Hudson, covered in red and white leather. 





Dropped axle and raised rear cross-member combine to lower car 6”. Fender wells were 
radiused to conform to new body location; finished off with 2” round rod. Removal of 
side trim is countered by chrome welt between fenders and body, giving visual lowness. 


Taillight units from *49 Chevrolet were set into lower tips of rear fenders, just above 
special gravel pan. Deck was filled, plate dropped to avoid distracting from ‘37 DeSoto 
bumper. Although windshield was chopped 24”, window and vents are chopped 34”. 





Representing a three year effort on ‘the part of Tom, his brother and the Barris shop, this 
"40 is a true “full custom’’. Top has been cut 242” in front, 312” in rear to not orily lower, 
but alter roof line. Extensive metal work wigs’ required to adapt quadlights to early model. # 
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Backing up its full-custom category eligibility, Tom’s '40 
relies upon late model OHV power for its muscle. A popu- 
lar selection for modified forty’s, the Cadillac was once 
again selected. This engine is a good choice for these 
cars due to its lack of excessive width, and starter location. 


Photos by Al Paloczy 
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Ground-hugging look was attained with 6” 
“Z” in rear portion of frame, accompanied 
by a driveshaft tunnel raising job. Dropped 
axle, long shackles, and reversed spring 
eyes did the job up front. Color is Blue. 


Fenders are frenched to body; side grilles 
were filled in, too. Front bumper is from 
‘49 Pontiac, with park lights in guards. Li- 
cense mount is old standby, '49 Chevrolet. 


Filled, deck, frenched gravel pan and fen- 
ders contribute to ‘‘unitized’’ look. Rear 
bumper component combination is same as 
in front, but with red lucite lenses in guards. 
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Merc engine in Tony's immaculate Standard Left at stock height, the Brilliant Orange 
is '48 model that has been ported, relieved, | bomb looks good from any angle. 6.70 x 15 
has 34 cam, chopped flywheel. Super sani- —whitewalls with Fiesta caps furnish modern 
tary engine compartment is point-getter. touch, guardless bumpers smooth looks. 
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OWNER 
Tony Eckerle 
BUILDER 
i Ta anaes stata) Shop 


It's when you open the door that Tony's gem 
stops looking like a classic and assumes cus- 
tom proportions. Stock ‘40 ‘“‘opera seats”’ 
are featured for rear seating, while... 
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... Up front, the traditional custom's uphol- 
stery theme of padded and pleated leather 
hasn't been neglected. Colors are gold and 
white, with work by Montoya Trim Shop. 
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UPPER RIGHT, OPPOSITE PAGE ¢ Dave Cun- 
ningham is a versatile young man indeed — 
he did the channeling and sectioning on his 
Tudor himself, besides building up its mill. 


RIGHT © Striking in profile, Dave's sedan is 
even lower than it looks thanks to a kicked 
frame in the rear, dropped axle with re- 
versed spring eyes up front. Side trim was 
discarded when the fenders were raised. 





RIGHT * 334” x 444” ““59A" Merc does the 
job with the assistance of a Potvin .375” 
lift cam, Weiand manifold mounting four 97 
carbs, Weiand heads, and free-flow head- 
ers. Solenoids on firewall actuate doors. 


LEFT, OPPOSITE PAGE * 514” channel job 
made former front seat too high, so a '50 
Mercury wagon bench was substituted. Up- 
holstering was done in Oxblood and Ivory 
Naugahyde by the G & Z shop in ‘Frisco. 
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Reversed wheels with ‘‘baldy’’ accessory ‘caps draw eyes to narrow whitewalls. 41 
Studebaker blinkers mark car from rear, while ‘48 Ford front bumpers complete with 
license mount furnishes protection to the rear. ‘‘Ultra-red’’ lacquer finish is special mix. 


Versatile Vi 


Paint was applied by Hal Hut- 
chins of San Rafael, Calif., who 
also is responsible for the fine 
pinstriping work so evident here. 
Quality do-it-yourself bodywork 
may attain is illustrated here, 
along difficult ‘‘frenched"’ seam. 
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|FUST AS DECAL stripes followed the 
hand-painted striping craze, so are decal 
tallops following the latest fad of painted scallops. This 
is 2 boon to the thousands of custom enthusiasts who live in areas 
here there are no paint shops that do specialized paint scalloping. Now 
anyone can “dress-up” their car, be it a stocker or custom, in a matter of minutes. 
aThe decal scallops used in this feature come on two large sheets for both right and left hand 
patterns. There ate eight different designs which provide a multitude of combinations to 
basuit the individual’s taste. The famous west coast striper and painter, “Jeffries”, designed the 
scallop patterns. Price for the two sheets is $4.95. They are available from Eastern Auto, 
¥3310-cc South Grand Ave., Los Angeles, California. 
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| SCALLOPING 
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Here are a few examples of the many 
ways scallops may be used. A simple 
treatment can highlight or an elaborate 
design may decorate a large section. 
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. Clean area thoroughly with wax and 2. Next, scallops are soaked in water for 
ease remover to insure proper adhesion. 


a short time to loosen design from paper. 
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. Scallop is placed in desired position 4. Work smooth, removing all air bubbles 
d paper backing pulled from beneath it. 


and excess water, with a sponge or cloth. 
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SILVER-LINED 


Runabout 


Pride of Grantsville, West Virginia is Charles Toepfer’s '57 Chevy 
hard-top. Grantsville’s Stalnaker Body Shop did welding and paint 
work, while owner performed all other customizing. Peaked scoops 
and nosed hood clean front. 1” conduit used in moulded grille shell. 





Overall design of Toepfer's restyled Chevrolet suggests 
a massive appearance. Car was lowered 21 inches 
up front and 4 inches in the rear, adding to ‘‘heavy”’ 
atmosphere. Two-tone color scheme consists of ivory 
and silver lacquer. Note the full-length lake plugs. 


Photos by George Barris 


NOVEMBER, 1958 CONTINUED 








ombining '57 Chevy and '56 DeSoto side trim gave Toepfer smooth-flowing chrome pieces 
o bring life to slab sides. Doors are operated electrically; all unnecessary chrome junked. 


arge skirts proved a natural for restyled Chevrolet 210 hard-top. Skirts of this type 
bre extremely popular on the East coast scene and are gradually gaining with Westerners. 


inned rear fenders feature late model Chrysler taillights mounted in 3-inch extended 
nders. Bumpers are stock, but are modified to accommodate taillights and exhaust tips. 


56 Olds Fiesta caps with extra blades and spinners add to custom appearance. Interior is 
ock, but engine compartment houses a full-race '57 Chevy with Corvette speed equipment. 





WILHELM CUSTOM 


RESTYLES 


THE ’°40 FORD 


T° TIE IN WITH our 16 page center spread on the “Versatile Vintage” we have selecte 
the '40 Ford for this month’s Restyle Feature. After receiving many requests from the readef 
to feature this particular model, our own curiosity was aroused as to how one of these pop 
little cars would appear when “put to the torch” by a leading customizer. We contacted Jo 
Wilhelm, proprietor of the Wilhelm Custom Shop, San Jose, California. Joe told us he wou 
be glad to do it. Although many °40 Ford owners are satisfied with restoring their cars to : 
immaculate condition, and rightfully so, we explained to Joe we would like to see a mor 
tadical version. For an added “kick” we told him to use a Fordor, which isn’t quite as commo 
as a Coupe or Tudor model. We asked him to keep the cost within a mythical budget of $1,000 
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BODY MODIFICATIONS 

Joe believes the first thing to do to these 
older model cars is to lower them. Not only 
does it help appearance-wise but it also im- 
Proves the handling characteristics tremen- 
dously. So, he channelled the ’40 a full six 
inches. He lowered the front end another 
four inches with a dropped axle, feeling that 
early models should also have the “rake” 
effect. To keep the overall design in propor- 
tion all four fenders were sectioned and four 
inches trimmed off the lower edge. In doing 
this, Joe formed the lower portions of the 
fenders in an inward curve to give them a 
more streamlined look. Naturally, the run- 
ningboards were discarded. This was manda- 
tory due to channeling and reworked fenders. 


FRONTAL CHANGES 
To get a sweeping curve in the frontal 


wi 

then added metal to the leading edge of #e 
hood so it would extend to the grille cays 
To form the grille cavity itself, he selegdye 


two '54 Studebaker lower shells and grafgbaing 


them together, one reversed. The shells 
reshaped to form a slight “V” in the ce 
—ala Corvette. As the stock headlight op 
ings were closed up when forming the 
grille cavity, Joe decided to go ahead 
give the car quad lights. He picked the 
from a '58 Dodge pickup, installing them 
the outer extremities of the grille cavity. 
introduce a “sporty” flavor to the car, Pe! 
chose a ’56 Corvette grille. He attached ip 
to the headlight housings, giving the grillepet® 
“floating” appearance. 


RESTYLING 
THE '40 FORD 





ASPECT 

odifications at the rear were kept to a 
imum due to the body styling of the '40. 
formed a new tail panel which was rolled 

« farther than the original splash pan. 
i installing, he punched ten rows of 
m the full width of it. He then cut 
raoings in the lower part of the rear fenders 
mounted "57 Corvette taillights. These 


enamowed the curve of the fenders perfectly. 


iL 

fe came up with a clever gimmick for 
pers. Up front, he formed a nerf-bar 
pet which encircled the grille for maxi- 
n protection. At the rear, he used nerf-bar 
pers also, this time in a “V” shape to 
ibd with the body lines and to protect the 
ered pan. Joe said his choice for paint 
would be a solid white. 


PARTS AND PRICE LIST 
Parts 


i 


Channelling 
Rework fenders 
Form grille cavity 
Section hood ..... 
Form tail panel 
Taillights 

Build nerf-bors 


Corvette grille 
Quad lights 
Paint complete 
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TOTAL $1,000.00 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY DICK COLLIER 
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Brothers Wimpy and Chuck Robinson, V 
couver, B.C., are co-owners of '32 
roadster. Jim Gibberson helped build 


Dashboard contains '52 Studebaker 
struments neatly counter-sunk. Radio 
pirated from a Nash Metro, while 
steering wheel, column shift came from Fe 


322 cubic inch stock displacement 

Buick Century powerplant runs 4-throat ¢ 
buretor, McGurk lifters and rocker a 
solid push rods, '48 Lincoln transmissi 
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Conservatively upholstered trunk compart- 
ment is done in harmonizing red wool rug 
material along with white Naugahyde trim. 


CENTURY STORMER 


Front end is completely chromed and has Monroe double-action shocks, 2-inch drom 
front axle, and '28 Franklin steering gear. Brakes are power assisted. The Robi 
brothers chose ‘34 Hudson headlights and use nerf bars for much needed protec 
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ard-winning roadster has been channeled 6-inches and frame kicked 6-inches. Rear 
ders are hand-made out of sheet stock aluminum. Wheels are reversed and chromed. 


Much care in workmanship is in evidence 


on Candy Apple roadster. Hood is made of 
fiberglass, side panels of aluminum sheet. 


ees re 


neat upholstery was carried out in all- 
bigle Naugahyde by Le-Roy’s Upholstery, 
d@couver, B.C. Note the safety belts. 


















. 


ACCESSORY O 





BOOT TPL 7 2 
F THE MONTH 








1. First step is to loosen all nuts and re- 2. The two small ‘‘ears’’ on the inner 
move the stock grille bars from the cavity. of headlights must be removed with a ¢ 


66 CAR CO 


BOLT-ON GRILLE for late pickups 


IMPLE AND INEXPENSIVE! This seems to be the favorite ex- 
pression of most amateur restylers. This month’s Accessory Of The 
Month fits right into that category. Designed for the ‘52-55 Ford 
pickups, this grille may also be adapted to the '56 by using headlight 
housings from a ‘54 Ford- pickup. Comprised of five bars of 1”x 4” 
chromed, steel “U” channel, it is mounted easily with four bolts. No 
torch work or drilling is necessary. The frontal appearance can gain an 
even cleaner look by the removal of the stock parking lights. 
The complete units, welded solidly to mounting brackets, costs 
$39.95. They are available from “Talent” Industries, 514-cc Glenoaks 


Blvd., Burbank, California. 


4. Bolts are inserted through stock mount- 
ing holes into bracket and tightened down. 


3. New grille is placed in proper position 5. Parking lights may be. retained or re- 
and brackets lined-up with mounting holes. moved for a cleaner appearance, as shown. 
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Dwarfed beneath a monstrous 
GMC blower is a good ol’ stand | 
by — a '48 Merc flathead. Mer. 
cury displaces 258 cubic 
inches with 35/\4” bore and 3%” 
stroke. Providing a ‘‘mean’”’ idle 

is an Isky 404 cam; heads have F - 
8-1 compression ratio and aref 
Weiands; two Stromberg 97's fF 
are mounted on supercharger, 
which in turn is mounted on af” 
Weiand-made manifold; ignition F 
is stock. A Merc 21-Ib. flywheel ew 
is used, as is a '39 Ford trans & 
with a combination of '39 and 
'42 gears. Headers exit exhaust 
thru Dodge mufflers. Owner's 
neatness is very apparent here. 


Dave Archer adapts GMC Blower to put his 


coach under pressure 





Dave Archer of Oakland, Calif., stands by 
Mandarin Red deuce sedan. '37 Chev head- 
lights and chromed bar bumper up front. 


Red and white Naugahyde features novel 
‘hour-glass"’ design carried out by Hall's 
Top Shop of Oakland. Tarp covers rear 
area. Steering wheel is competition style. 


Top was chopped 4-inches and has white 
Naugahyde insert. Reversed wheels have 
8.20's aft and 6.40's forward for ‘‘shoes.”” 


NOVEMBER, 1958 


ABO|Og ty Aq tojOug 


Rear fenders were bobbed and are louver- 
ed. '50 Ford taillights, bar stock bumper 
and chromed rear-end are seen in this view. 





when a car 
turns 10 years old 
customizing and 

; restoration combine 


; to make it 


TWICE 
/ THE 
FUN 


Pe ee 


‘48 Pontiac taillights, '49 Chev license backets, highlight smooth rear end. No”gard's did 
| most of custom work. Dual spots, header plugs, custom wheel discs, whitewalls add to looks. 
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Walt Shamro’s '47 Chev features frenched headlights using '35 Ford rings, removal of every 
other grille bar, molded front and rear fenders. All chrome trim was junked; holes filled. 


Ke 


Green and white Naugahyde with matching 270 cubic inch Chevy uses 9-1 heads, Ed- 
floor rugs harmonize with Lime-Gold lacquer munds dual-carb manifold with 97’s, solid 
exterior. Walt is a member of Igniters Club. _ lifters, Hedman headers. All parts chromed. 
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\FREE! 


1959 EDITION 
Send only 25¢ 
tecover handling 

and mailing 


RIA: 


100°S OF BRAND SAVE UP TO 
NEW pnopucTs! 50% & MORE! 
Thousands upon thousands of the top values in 
only Finest Quality Tested Products from our 
stock of over 150,000 items. Page upon page 
jam packed with the very newest items and 
products for car owners. Guaranteed biggest 
Values ever offered by the wera cso 
ganization. Have the Catalog Mailed to 





5805 E. Sect Bivd., 

















The BARON & ROTH have done it again 


in addition to 
our $3.00 
Striping 
Brushes and our 
$5.00 Wierd , 
Shirts we are 
Seal 


Decale Bive or Gold 


GIANT 10” decals patterned 
efter ovr world famous hand pointed scallop jobs 


THE BARON AND ROTH 


9001 ATLANTIC BLVD.*€*SOUTH GATE, CALIF. ‘ 
Set of 6 for hood, deck, wheels and doors $5.00 } 








ideal eens: oo for any Man 


tock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 
$ r cu zing enthu- 
wg plete with siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 
win Carbon Are Easily operated from properly wired 
110 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 
handle etal. gift with a life-long use. Order 
craft — today on 10-day money back guarantee. 
Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, Illinois, Dept. F-64-M 
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Dept. 
Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? 









ea , Bob PY Pen 


BUICK INTER-CHANGEABILITY 
Dear Bob: 

I have access to a '57 Buick Roadmaster 
engine with a cracked block. Will I be able to 
salvage any parts such as heads, cam, crank- 
shaft, pistons, etc., and use them in my 55 
Roadmaster engine to bring it up to '57 specs? 

— Henry Wilks, 
é Maspeth, N.Y. 
Max Balchowsky, the man who talks to Buicks 
and gets answers, talked to us and answered 
your question. There's nothing on a '57 engine 
you can use besides the distributor, cam and 
heads. This distributor is a single-point unit, 
thus inferior to the '56 dual-point unit. The 
cam is cast iron, thus inferior to the '56 and 
earlier steel versions. The heads have larger 
intake ports and bigger exhaust valves and 
ports. They provide a 10-12% increase in 
horsepower above 5,000 rpm, but with an ac- 
companying loss in torque. For Bonneville, Day- 
tona, or El Mirage these would be the ticket, 
but nix for the drags. Max took .4 second 
longer to go the quarter using these heads, but 
picked up 2 mph at the end, so they're not 
what you're seeking for all-around use. If you 
do go for all-out top rpm performance, you 
may adapt these heads by cutting 4” out of 
the water manifold log on each side and 
brazing it back up — but don’t expect miracles. 


CAM SELECTION 





Dear Bob: 

What type of cam would be best suited for my 
use? I have a ’49 Olds engine in my ’47 Ford. 
The block is about to be rebored to 374”, and 
triple carburetors will be on it when it goes 
back in. Rear-end ratio is stock, and 7.60 or 
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heads if you have a recommendation on this, 
or I could install high compression pistons 
although I think it would be more costly. I 
don’t plan to use the car for drags, but do 
: want good performance. 
— Tom Harper, 

Lincoln, Nebraska 


| must assume the 37%” pistons you're putting 
in are stock replacement type for '54 Olds — 
there's no reason why these won't stand up 
under high compression, so mill the heads, If 
Ethyl gas is your dish, take off .125” — this 
will boost your ratio to about 1014 to 1, 
allowing for the increase brought about by the 
larger bore, too. If you're not going to be 
dragging, get the mildest cam you can find. 
Just getting away from the stock hydraulic 
lifters will boost your usable RPM range about 
25%. To take advantage of the three carbs, 
the cam should have a lift of at least .400”. 
incidentally, I'd advise you not to put that big 
rubber on the rear — the Ford box won't stand 
the strain that big Olds can put to it unless 
something gives someplace, and it's a lot 
better to lose a little traction once in a while 
than to ‘“‘shell out” the box every time you 
stand on it, The traction offered by those big 
skins could be the straw that sent the camel to 
the chiropractor. a 


SEND HELP 





= eS 


Dear Bob: 


I have what I consider to be a serious prob- 
lem with brakes. I drive my ‘55 Chev in the 
Philadelphia area, where we have a lot of 
tain and snow. It doesn’t take much moisture 
to make my brakes fade. Recently I tried them 
out to see how they would stand up under 
hard stops — they were gone after 3 tries. | 
could stand on them and the car wouldn't 
stop from 25 mph in less than 300 feet. What 
would you suggest? 

— John Ruch, 
Philadelphia, Penn. 

You have lots of company, John. Brake fade, 
wet or dry, is the biggest beef performance- 
conscious motorists have about current American 
production cars. Non-standard lining, preferably 
the softest available, has been found to help, 
but you pay the penalty in decreased mileage 
between reline jobs. If the increased coefficient 
of friction offered by the softer linings saves 
you from having even one minor accident, the 
cost is justified. 


“A"’ ADVENTURERS 
Dear Bob: 
My buddy and I are building up a ’31 
“A” on a °32 frame. We have a ’49 Olds 
CONTINUED 


NOVEMBER, 1958 


8.00x15 tires will be used. I will mill the 


Chicago 21, il. 





MMU MTU LSC LUE elie 


(not a paint) impregnates 
leather or vinyl plastic up- 
holstery. Won't chip or 
peel. Fadeproof, waterproof. 
Use on home & lawn furni- 
ture. Write for free informa- 
tion, color chart, and dealer 
location. 


RAMCOTE, 1141 W. 68th St. 
Dept. CC 


ae am 


JAN Cet 


sizes at the same price. 


Specify when ordering. 





OLDS 88, 55-56-57 





Renew dull, faded, worn 
leather or viny! plastic up- 
holstery. Car, plane or boat 
seats, headliners, sidepan- 
els will look new in any 


color. Redesign, customize 
new or used interiors. You 
can change color too! Easi- 
ly applied brush or spray. 
RamCote Flexible Finishes 


RAM(@OTE 
ICH 


FINISHES 


Restores — Co 
Protects Leather 
Leatherette 





al) 9h 


testi ated catalog emblem, 
avvetties and sccassaries 254 


(TUDORS ONLY) FITS 55-56-57-58 
FORDS ... 49-51 MERCURYS, 56-57 






i 

Skirts to fit 5401 

Send for free literature WARREN aie 
edhe Orr 19, i 
& SONS MANUFACTURE 
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Giant New 292Pavze 


AUTOMOTIVE 
CATALOG! 


Get your FREE copy now ...e 
thing you need for your car, truck, 
custom styled car or hot rod: Save up 
eS q 
Thousands of hard-to-find items 
cars from 1920 to 1959. See newest 
Hollywood accessories not offered in 
stores; high speed and power parts, 
custom styling equipment . .. all at 
lowest prices! Guaranteed satisfac- 
tion or money back. Our 20th year. 
suse aggre od wes me 
to help pay ca mailing a 
handling costs. We will weait 25c 
on your order for $5.00 or more. 
J.C. Whitney & Co.. 1917 C-11 Archer Ave.. Chicago 16. ll. 


MAIL THIS COUPON —NOW! 
5. C. WHITNEY & COMPANY, 


1917 €-21 Archer Avenue, Chicago 16, inois ! 
{ Rush giant 1958 catalog of auto parts and accessories | 
at sale prices. I enclose 25¢ to cover part of mailing 
and handling cost, which will be credited to me on 
| my first $5.00-or-more order. Offer good in USA —s 


| NAME 
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WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? continued 


engine for it, and are wondering if we ougk 
to use the “A” rear end with a '42-'48 Fogj 
transmission, with an adaptor connecting th 
trans to the Olds mill. Oh yes, will mill 
heads present any problems on the Oli 
engine? 
— Bill Blair, 
Camdenton, Missouri 


Your ideas as to engine-trans-rear end cc 
nations are right on, Bill. However, the “A” 
rear end won't fit the Deuce frame withew 
switching over to °32 spring perches, but thy 
is a minor detail, Olds heads from °49-'5) 
engines may be milled up to .125” withou 
trouble, but later model heads shouldn't 
cut more than .080”, A .125” cut off the head 
from your '49 engine will provide a compres 
sion ratio slightly over 10 to 1 if the displace 
ment of the engine is stock, 


TACHOMETER THEORY 


I convert over to a dual ignition on my $ 
cylinder engine in regards to the tachometer) 
It's a Sun 6 volt unit, and indicates correcth} 
now. When I install the new distributor 
which has a four-lobe breaker cam instead of 
an eight, won't the tach indicate at half speed? 

Could you tell me how to figure length and 
diameter for “tuned” exhausts? 

—J.R. Bloom, 
Phoenix, Arizona 


Right you are, J.R.—just multiply by two wha 
you read on the tach dial and you'll be well 
informed as to what rpm your engine is turning, 
Regarding the tuned exhausts, Racer Brown 
discussed this at length in his “Shop Talk" 
column in Hot Rod Magazine for May '57 —| 
suggest you get a copy as it goes into the 
inter-relationship of intake “‘ram’’ tuning with 
“tuned” exhausts as well. 


OLDS INQUIRY 
Dear Bob: 

I am in the process of installing a stod 
bore and stroke ’49 Olds V8 into my '29 “A” 
pick-up. I'll use a hot ignition, solid valve 
lifters, and adjustable rockers. Are Studebaker 
V8 rocker arms adaptable to my engine? Will 
three Stromberg #97’s with progressive link- 
age be too much carburetion? 

— Jay Turner, 
Tacoma, Washington 
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Studebaker V8 adjustable rocker arms have 
been used successfully on Cad, Olds, and GMC 
conversions. Their mechanical advantage is 1.5- 
1, so when you order the cam grind of your 
choice be sure to specify this. | don’t recom- 


thE mend using solid lifters with the stock cam, al- 


though | realize wear is a problem with many 
regrinds. A mild street grind with a moderate 
lift in proportion to the valve opening duration 
should prove o.k. if you keep the valve spring 
tension within reason, say, not more than 10%, 
over stock, Regarding carburetion, three # 97's 
wouldn't over-carburate your engine even if it 
were completely stock. Progressive linkage, ab 
lowing you to run up to half throttle on only 
the center carb, will prevent over-carburetion 
and provide excellent fuel economy. 


NO LOAD MISS 
Dear Bob: 

I have a ‘50 Ford, stock except for dual 
exhausts. The engine runs fine on the road 
under load but when standing still you can 
press the accelerator to the floor and it misses 
something awful. Even with a complete tune- 
up; plugs, fuel pump, carburetor and ignition 
overhaul, this condition persists. What can be 
)§ done? 

— Fred W. Smith, 
Vandalia, Mo. 
Nothing — unless you change over to a distrib- 
)§ utor using the centrifugal method of regulating 
ignition advance. The high speed miss under 
rero load is an inherent characteristic of en- 
gines equipped with distributors depending on 
vacuum alone for ignition advance, Try it on 
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Double Your Cars Power 
Yas 


SAVE up to "ab 


Buy direct: Latest Power Kits, Super 
chargers, Fuel induction, Ouai- 
Exhausts Cams, Heads, Manifolds, 
Engines, Adapters, Chrome, Custom- 
izing & Trim—FOR ALL CARS. “Best 
3 | New items” Cat. FREE, or send 25< 
3 a postage & we mail you — 


Fy Brn NG GUIDE, PAWS reat, To” an 
NS 


DISTRIBUTOR WANTED 
EARN $1000 WEEK 
MIDGET RACE CARS . 
© Fully assembled, 242 
h.p. engine ¢ 10” tires, 
2-wheel brakes ¢ Roll bar 
Costs $88 Selis fast at $189 ° Rents at $20 
° No inventory required ¢ Write for proven details 
MYON — 407 Ne. Maple Br., Beverly Hills, Calif. 


Atte 1.7) [RAFT 


World's most complete line of Custom Grilles and 
Tubular Grille assemblies for CHEVROLET, FORD, 
PLYMOUTH, MERCURY. Send 10¢ for iatest Iilus- 
trated Catalog sheet and prices. . 
er 


DETROIT GRILLE MFG., 
258 E. VERNOR, DETROIT, MICH. 


ps! FOR-ALL MOTOR SCOOTER 


FOR ALL AGES FROM 6 TO 60 
HAVE A BALL WITH 


E FOR-ALL MOTOR SCOOTER. 


Can be used for fun, work or pleasure 


riding. Sofe for street use. For further 
information write direct to Scotty's 


so PRICE $1 89.50 


FOB San Bernardino © Terms Available 
2 HP Engine °¢ Friction Clutch 
Weight 60 ibs. * Top Speed 30 mph 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Scottyd MUFFLER SERVICE °. 


NOVEMBER, 1958 


Scotty 

Y, MIDGET RACING EQUIP. 
For all continental engines. 
SPECIAL ON SCOTTY RAC- 
ING HEADS $12.50. Com- 
plete line of stock parts 
available. Custom built en- 
gines to your spec. Parts & 
price list upon request. 


8 a” CC-11. 365 G St. San Berna 
RB: m Ls 





WHAT’S YOUR tr 


4 Midget Racing| "cn" wr. |: 


any Chev 6 and see if you don’t get the samy = +, 


thing. The cause of it all stems from the Pp 

that the distributor is calibrated to give you m 
WH E f LS correct advance for load conditions. When y¢ 

wind ‘er up without load, you're giving ri 
Standard sizes 4” poor ignorant distributor phony informa 9 
- & 6” Standard ca about what's going on inside. The easiest q 
Super widths. All hub | cheapest way out is to avoid revving 
lengths, all bearings | engine without a load on it — it'll last lo D 


from 14” to 1” Bore. that way, too, 


All Wheels are STEEL 
BOLTED construction — FOREVER FOUR : 
and cadmium plated. a ’ 
We stock Goodyear, Firestone, Goodrich & General I own a Model “A” and want to install 
Tires & Tubes. Also complete line of industrial wheels. | full-race Model “B” engine. Will it boltwp ™ 
Special discounts to dealers and manufacturers. | © # stock bellhousing and enema ! 
Write for name of dealer in your locality to: > Se bg was She tome: ca 
— Bill Benton, b 
MIDGETS Dept. CC-11 Bakersfield, California ' 
Let’s do this the other way ‘round. Early For 
NA | PA " CO R ) 0 Paw ] 0 | V8 foor-shift transmissiors will bolt-up to 
“B” engine. They will also work with you 
1130 E. FLORENCE AVE present U-joint and driveshaft — Do it that wa), 
LOS ANGELES. CALIF then you'll have a closer-ratio, sturdier trans hj} le 
259 go along with your greater power, To do it ar 


way you contemplate would require using th) n¢ 
“A” bellhousing, which requires the ‘A"’ pan, 
which on the “B" block assures you of 
constant supply of oil to the clutch — and 


Ss Cc o tc h ie FLATTENS-OUT 


BRAND 3 — 
I have a '52 Chev powered by a 54 261’ 
truck engine equipped with milled Power 
glide head, 34 cam, and dual Ford #9 
° Used by Barris carburetors on an Edmunds _ water-heatel 
on his SHOW taanifold. It'll still only go 95 by speedo, ther 
‘i =a apply— starts missing, even though there's an inch of 
no painting nec- foot-throttle travel lefr at that speed. It he 
co oe 2a tremendous torque, however — could my trov- 

lacquer over ble be valve float, or maybe the ignition? 

. * Be original by , a few — Larry Jonson, 


stripes, solid or gold and silver Dover, Foxcroft, Maine 


wreme™s| on top, hood, trunk, f 
dash, Re Senet, etc. oe With standard rear-end gearing and tires, you! 


* Peel it off to change your design. engine is approaching 4,500 RPM at 95 mp 
¢ Weather resistant polyester tape. That doesn’t sound fast these days of the 8,00 
RPM Chev V8's, but that's really buzzing for 
| é MOLSBERRY ENTERPRISES “6”, If you've followed the hop-up articles o 
Gee sane. - Port Stn. ae ae ae On. the stovebolts that have appeared from time tv 
ceded below. =OS# = time you'll remember that very seldom did 
72 yd. Roll Silver Gold horsepower peak extend past 4,000 on a 
%” $3.95 oY $4.95 ea. engine modified as mildly as yours. | think yo 
% Add 4% —o tax in ose -95 ea. are getting valve float and ignition breakdown) 
Try using flathead Cadillac valve springs firs, 
that’s the cheapest. If things are still fiat 
yonder, borrow somebody's good ignition, a 


Name 
! Address 


aces hese oan 


Zone ___ State 
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try that. If you wind-up buying one (an engine 
like yours deserves a good distributor) an in- 
expensive way of doing the job is the Corvette 
“6" unit (better advance curve) with a dual- 
point conversion plate. Don't try and make 100 


able tappets, pushrods or rocker arms, | won- 
der just how much of a mechanic this is — 
but anyway, your problem is simple and inex- 
pensively solved. Get a set of adjustable tap- 
pets from your nearest speed shop — in Indian- 





































ou mph with your present gears in any event — : 
on you'll be making the pushrod manufacturers apolis this shouldn't be @ problem. 
rich if you do, Reach for the Powerglide 3.54 
- gears first — Chev sixes just don't take to 5,000 D Bob: SIX FOR A SIX 
stony 'P™ pr , c 
I have a beautifully preserved ‘37 Chevrolet 
BEWARE ADVICE coupe and would like to install the most 
Dear Bob: ; powerful six cylinder engine that will fit with- 
I have a ‘40 Ford with a 59A block, our being too heavy for the “knee-action” 
Edmunds heads and manifold. The engine suspension. Would a GMC truck engine be 
needs a valve job. A mechanic started to the answer? How about a transmission? 
stall adjust my valves and found that they were — Richard Piermatt, 
oleae 2% adjustable. He says that I had better Haledon, New Jersey 
mn? Bt block that has adjustable valves or I Right you are, Richard — the “Jimmy” is the 
will need a valve job every few months be- one. Moving the radiator forward approximate- 
cause the valves will take a beating with |y 2” and making up some new front mounts 
this speed equipment. Is he right or will the win get it in, and a Packard gearbox, converted 
+ Fond valves take it? according fo instructions contained within the 
a — Dave Osman, July ‘56 issue of HOT ROD, will handle the 
ia Indianapolis, Indiana torque without undue strain, For safety's sake, 
t we Your mechanic will no doubt be surprised to exchange the knee-action units for some that 
Ins learn that ‘“‘fupple-million” Fords were built have been rebuilt — they're definitely out of j 
it and sold without adjustable ‘‘valves’’". Having place on a car with high-performance potential , 
g th) never seen an adjustable valve, only adjust- unless in the best of condition. 
pon, 
of 4 
e es 
precision made head for 
Me VY, MIDGET ENGINES 
wet: 
#y USE YOUR HEAD — USE THE SOLT 1, MIDGET 
eat COMPETITION HEAD! Power, performance, pre- 
ther cision crammed into one bustin’-to-go package. 
ch of Especially engineered for. full-out competition, 
+ hal this new Solt head gives your engine MORE 
trou. POWER, MORE SPEED, MORE RPM, MORE DEPEND- 


ABILITY. The Solt secret: finest heat-tested alu- 
minum alloy casting, coupled with superb Brown 
& Sharpe and Swiss Automatic precision 
machining. Smart heads choose Solt heads! 








EASY 

TO 

INSTALL 

Complete as shown 


in $19.95 
SOLT ENGINES 


ren a 








5926 Noble oe rae aE ST. 5-5464 
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BUILD A GRILLE? 

Dear Neil: 
I have a ’39 Ford conv coupe and I am at 
a total loss for grille and bumper ideas. I 
thought of building a grille out of expanded 
metal, but I ran into trouble on the hood 
latch. Is there any other latch I could use? 
I would prefer that it be electric. What do 
you think of using °55 Buick headlights, 
frenched, and °49-’51 Ford taillights? 
—Tony Porter 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 
A °40 Chev hood Iatch will fit perfectly. | think 
your best bet for headlights, Tony, is to french 
the stock Ford lights. The '49-'51 Ford taillights 
will fit well if they are installed right. "37 De- 
Soto bumpers are fine for '39s—if you can find a 
set. 


ee 


ADJUSTABLE 50 t 50 ACTION 
PHILADELPHIA HYDRAULIC 


SHOCK ABSORBER SERVICE 
15A West St. Joseph St. 


Write for full information on Hydra-LOK 
No. 1, the shock absorber designed to 
provide Quarter Midgets with “Big Time” 
Traction. It’s the Way to Win with Safety! 


PLYMOUTH PROBLEMS 

Dear Neil: 

I have a '55 Plymouth Savoy, which I plap 
to do some customizing on. I have a "5 
Plymouth grille in it now and would like 
know if by cutting it down, I could install 
’57 Lincoln quad headlight assemblies? What 
are your views on floating this grille? Can 
I french ‘56 Buick taillights into the stock 
housing? Any suggestions on side trim would 
be greatly appreciated. Keep up the good 
work on your features. 

— Tom Greulich 
Chicago, Illinoss 

If it is cut down enough, it will make room for 
quad headlights. It should look real nice as a 
floating grille. The Buick taillights can be 
frenched in the stock housing but will require 
some modifying. | think '58 Ford Fairlane side 
trim would look pretty sharp on your car. 


TAILLIGHTS 
Dear Neil: 
I would like to install '57 Mercury taillights 
in a ‘56 Ford. Could you tell me what the 
procedure is on this installation and perhaps 
give me some hints to simplify the operation? 
Also, could you suggest a special grille | 
could use that would be different? 
— Chuck Hedge 
New London, Conn. 
Well Chuck, | would advise you to have the 
taillights done by an experienced bodyman as 
there is a lot of detailed bodywork in a switch 
CONTINUED 
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Seo Pid: 


%& Only Adjustable Hydraulic Shock 
“Absorber for Quarter Midgets 


%* Variable Control for 
Different Track Conditions 
%& Fits All Makes and Models 


* Simple, easy Installation 


| pePr.c-10 
Arcadia, Calif 
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ORDER BY MAIL 





CHROME TAPE 
A GLEAMING SELF STICKING Chrome Tape for thousands of 
FEATURED in May tssue of Rod and Cus 
Many Household 


customizing ideas 
tom Magazine Use on dash or outside 
Applications $ 
CAN BE TINTED WITH KOLOR- 
KROME PAINT 


_..fach Roll. Contains 72 yards of - 
self sticking tape. 


HONEST Nos. WE PAY POSTAGE 





€17014—1/4" wide 72 yd. roll each $2.95 
C17038—3/8" wide’ 72 yd. roll each 3.95 
C17012—1/2" wide 72 yd. roll each 4.95 
€17034—3/4" wide 72 yd. roll each 5.95 


LOWERING BLOCKS 


For All Cars 7p 
with 2 Leaf Spgings on Rear 
Complete with U-Bolts 
Kit to Lower Rear = 
Bumper 2” — $3.95 ecw 
Kit to Lower Rear 3” wit 
$4.50 
Kit to Lower Rear 4° HEAT RESISTANT 
$4.95 ENGINE ENAMEL 
State Year and Model Car RED - BLUE - GREEN 
a Pint 
{ $1.00 Postpaid 
2 HONEST No. 12 
- —_— 
> 
fern 
HONEST No. 51 
HOLLYWOOD 


WOLF WHISTLE 


~< 
8 
Works on 





PINSTRIPING 
Engine Vacuum 12 Seperete Designs 
$2.95 Postpaid a 
HONEST No. 15 Colors: Red-Gold-White-Black 


Each set of 12 Designs 
“CHATTERING (HONEST) only $1.00 postpaid 
CHARLIE” HONEST No. 39 
NEW FIESTA TYPE CHROME 
WHEEL COVERS WITH 
CHECK BACKGROUND 
14” or 15” 
For all cars — Replaces 
original factory type. 





3 BAR 
SPINNER 
aoe 3 ier, eetee Heavy 
a and woe wie toed eo Con- 
gives ceria offect of might. Comes struction 
with hang: ubber 
san ae _ aap Piro Aap acme Space for 
to dosh—windshield or rear view Weights 
mirror 
HONEST No. 74 Each $1.65 yh 
We Pay Post. : 
= HONEST No. 40 
SPECIAL Set of 2 $14.50 
Clear Plastic or Transparent HONEST No. 41 


HONEST NEW ITEMS 
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KOLOR KROME 
The most sensational customizing product in years Featured 
in recent issues of Rod and Custom and Custom Cars Mayea- 
zines — Formulated by George Barris — Mr. Custorn Car hisself 
Transparent Coloring for Chrome — the (mirror like) reflec 

tion of chrome shows through 
4 Dazzling Colors in 16 oz. Spray Can 

HONEST'S ‘No. 

KK-1 Pagan Gold 

KK-2 Candy Apple Red 

KK-3 Oriental Blue 

KK-4 Parisian Green 

16 oz. Can $1.98 

For Chrome — Stainless Steel 

Polished Alurmun 









oun ani UNIVERSAL 
ELECTRIC DOOR LATCH 
LATCH KIT KIT — PUSH BUTTON 
$5.75 KIT (Any Car) OPERATION 
HONEST No. 3 $12.75 KIT (Any Car) 
vovtey row | HONEY Ae 
co-sseysnsemesiaini lita iii EE tc 





SOM-RAY SPUN ALUMINUM 
WHEEL DISCS 
HEAVY GAUGE 
For Draggin’ 
For the Street 
New Low Price, 
$2.95 Each 14” 15” 16” 


STATE TIRE SIZE 


HONEST No. 49 





Send 25¢ for new 1958 
Surprise Money Saver 
Catalog—then next issue 
FREE 
SEND 25% DEPOSIT ON C. O. D. — SEND 
FULL AMOUNT ON ITEMS MARKED PREPAID 
NO CODs FOR LESS THAN $5.00 


My car is a Year. 








. 


Name 
Address mas 
City. 


Quantity Description Price 


State_ 





red clear plastic Spark Plug 
We leer plastic Spark Plog | (State size of Wheel) a ee 
We Pay Postage Tht 





OHV V-8 Engines need 28 ft 
F. H. Fords need 25 ft 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


Chattanooga 









CUSTOM QUERIES 


of this type. It would be impossible to describe 
the entire procedure accurately in writing. ! 
think a re-worked '58 Ford grille would look 
real good in your car. 


GRILLE FOR '47 FORD 


Dear Neil: 

I own a ’47 Ford club coupe and am con- 
templating restyling the grille. Since you have 
had much more experience at selecting com- 
ponents for restyling purposes, I’m asking you 
for some ideas. I would like to make a switch 
that would not be too costly in materials — 
labor is cheap, since I'll be doing all the work! 
A Buick V8 will be installed soon; what trans- 
mission and rear-end would be best? 

—N.E. 
Los Angeles, California 

Suggest you take advantage of the '55 Chevy 
grille assembly for your grille modification, N.E., 
the work is not too involved and the end result 
is terrific; use the Buick transmission, either stick 
or column, to eliminate an adaptor. Then your 
Ford driveshaft can be re-splined by a machine 
shop to take the Buick U-joint, and the front 
portion of a Buick torque — tube can be grafted 
onto your Ford component thus completing the 
swap. 


ONE '50 FORD — PLEASE 
Dear Neil: 
Next month I am going to purchase a ‘50 
Ford and I plan on customizing it immediately. 


Wear the latest in 


DRAGSTER SWEATERS 


Qualify os a leader in your crowd by 
wearing a genuine V.1.P. original racing 
sweater—REVS up the hottest drag 
conversation by giving you the check- 
ered flag everywhere you go! 
Quality fleece lined white cotton. S, M, 
L & XL sizes. 
Hood style . . Be bee $5.75 
Collar style with half zipper . $5.00 
Sent Postpaid. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
Send check or money order to: 
V.1I.P. Originals 
P.O. Box 1231 * Dept. C + St: Louis 1, Mo. 


I would like to replace the stock hood with 
one from a ‘51 Ford to achieve a straight-lip 
bar and hood leading edge. I also would like 
to install a ‘50 Meraury grille shell, and a '53 
Chevy grille assembly in the cavity. Could you 
tell me if all these modifications would be 
possible and the work that would be involved 
with each modification? 
— Donald Vance 
Woodbury, New Jersey 


There are several methods that you can employ 
to achieve the appearance you make reference 
to, Don. The best suggestion | have is for you 
to purchase a specially designed '49-'50 
straight-bar grille kit from the Eastern Auto 
Supply store, located at 3319 S. Grand Ave., 
Los Angeles, Calif. This kit allows you fo retain 
your present hood and contains a top-lip grille 
bar piece that allows you to make oa straight 
bar of your now-stock lip-bar, It also contains 
a filler-piece for the nose of your present hood. 
The method for installing the ‘50 Merc grille- 
shell was covered step-by-step in the June ‘56 
issue of CAR CRAFT, and back issues are still 
available, The '53 Chev grille assembly should 
work out great. You will have to shorten the 
grille bar slightly in the middle so that it will 
fit in the new opening, but this is a very minor 
operation and one that I’m sure that you can 
do for yourself. Another grille kit that | suggest 
you consider is the new ‘Plastic Surgeon" kit 
featured in the December '56 issue of CAR 
CRAFT. Information on this item can be pro- 
cured by writing: Lee Rockwell, P.O. Box 1, 
Tustin, California. 


CONTINUED 


CAR CRAFT 








EXCLUSIVE! 
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GREATEST 





COVERAGE 
EVER! 


AVOID MIXUPS 
with a 
REAL TIMESAVER 
Bright Red on Chrome 
$WOO rosteaw 
NO €.0.0.'s 
NEW CATALOG - S0< 


EELCO (IAF. 8 & b SUPPLY co. 


mecitwooo, cA CALM. 


Learn Avte Mechanics 
at Home in Spare Time 
“America is short 100,000 


plenti 
cafes are - the cece 
class. Mail coupon for free new 
eatalog and sample lesson! 


Train by Practicing with Tune-Up Kit & Tools 


=} (included with training) 


CTI sends you professiorfal Mechanic’s Tools and 
Tune-Up Kit. Instruments include a 


a ene Gauge and Fuel Le Tester, 

ition Timing Light; in portable steel case. You 
<< ditional training in Diesel or Body-Fender 
building. It’s easy to earn money as you train. 


job 
business eqqectenitioe. Mail 
coupon now.—Commercial 
‘rades 26. 


EN AVENUE 
i CHICAGO 26, ILLINOIS Dept. A-902 
1 ous booklet, Make Big Money in 
§ Avto Mechanics, and Sample Lesson. 
g Both are FREE. 


Som am oe ee cme ee cer om ee ee me ee oe ml 


¥ City________Zone__Stote_____ 


82 


CUSTOM QUERIES 


ROLLED PANS — A POPULAR ITEM 
Dear Neil: 

Lately I have’ noticed more and more 
model custom cars appearing in your m 
zine that have the “rolled pan” treatment, | 
would like to give my ‘52 Chevrolet a simi 
styling at the réar and would greatly apps 
ciate any construction tips you might pass ogi 
before I light the torch. I realize that thie 
particular innovation concerns major meul§- 
work — but the end result is one-of-a-kind. 

— Dennis Olive 
Waterloo, lowa 


You're right about the job being one involving & »! 


major metal work, Dennis, but if you have had 
some metal work experience then | see no ree 
son why you couldn't perform the job success 
fully. First step concerns determining the contoun 
you wish to achieve. Since this might be you 
first attempt, | suggest moking up some tem 
plates from heavy paper or cardboard, masking 
them in place along the lower edge of the body 
and fenders where you will actually be splicing 
on the sheet metal panel to come later. Once 
you have determined just what you want from 
the templates, then you could transfer shapes 


and sizes to 18 gauge sheet metal and start ‘ . 


the actual job of welding the various sections 
in place. Corners sometime present a contour 
problem which in many cases can be overce 
by cutting down early model headlight :! 


to match the necessary corner curves. 


COMING ATTRACTION 


CAR CRAFT 








THE GRANT 
PISTON RING 
_ COMBINATION 


. Biggest money-making weeks just starting. GRA 
PISTON RINGS are easy to buy — easy to sell — eas 
to stay sold. They’re the hub of the successful Custom 
Jobber business. Get GRANT’S “30-DAY — 30-SET 
special introductory plan. You benefit most when yd 
take full advantage of this limited offer. 


You can recommend 
GRANT PISTON 
RINGS with 
Confidence. 


3 


OLLI OTIS 


GRANTS’ are the Z 4 
Piston Rings you : Hundreds of Grant Jobbers 


want to put in your 


own car—and those % now enjoy the Best of 


of your friends. 
" Profit and Payment Plans. 7 


GRANTS’ cure the 
trickiest of jobs. § 
Pick up your phone now. Call DUnkirk 7-4213@ 
eke \ Los Angeles. Ask for “Sales Manager” and by all mes 
Remember this: GRANTS are — \ send in this coupon 
easy to get, easy to sell and \ 
easy to ‘ aed \ GRANT & GRANT 
y to stay sold. a ” 241 N. WESTMORELAND AVE 
LOS ANGELES 4, CALIF. 
Grant Sales Manager: Please send FREE your big new Full Catal 


(THE RING LEADER) ( I | #38. Rush this along 
Grant A Firm Name 
—= Address 


City 
Established CCTs 
" 30-set Plan) 
241 N. Westmoreland Avenue, Los Angeles 4, Calif 
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